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DMV cracking 
on abuse of disabled 
parking placards 


BY TONY BIZJAK 
tbizjak@sacbee.com 


ast year, a California 

audit revealed an im- 

possible statistic: More 

than 26,000 people 
over age 100 in the Golden 
State had blue disabled plac- 
ards, allowing them to park at 
any street meter for free, all 
day, or at prime blue-stenciled 
stalls at the front of store park- 
ing lots. 


But there are only about 
8,000 people older than 100 
in California, and not many of 
them are driving anymore, ac- 
cording to state officials. Those 
vehicles parking for free at 
prime spots with centenarian 
placards are likely being driven 
by children or friends of former- 
ly disabled drivers who have 
died, or in some cases by others 
who purchased the placards 
illegally. 

After years of disabled 
placard abuse in California, 


down 


Placard enforcement 
The number of citations issued 
by the California DMV for 
illegal use of disabled placards 
has tripled since 2013-14. 


Year Citations 


314 526 

145 
15-16 
1- 


Source: California DMV 
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state officials are launching an 
effort to put a dent in the num- 
ber of vehicles illegally taking 
up some of the prime parking 
spots in Sacramento, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles and 
other large cities. 

A new state law, going into 
effect this week, requires the 
state Department of Motor 
Vehicles to tighten its oversight 
of the state disabled placard 
program. That includes review- 
ing the federal Social Security 
Administration’s “death file” 
and canceling placards of de- 
ceased drivers. 

The crackdown stems from 
mounting complaints statewide 
from residents, city officials and 
Sacramento legislators who 
believe they see able-bodied 
people taking up prime parking 
spots. 

“Tve frankly gotten tired of 
pulling into a Home Depot or 
Target and seeing someone get 


SEE PLACARDS, 2A 
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ATTACK AT AFGHAN SHIITE CENTER KILLS 41 


A distraught man is carried following a suicide attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Thursday. At least 41 people were killed and dozens 
wounded in the bombing at a Shiite cultural center, and the Islamic State claimed responsibility. The United Nations mission in Afghan- 
istan has documented more than a dozen attacks since January 2016. “Today in Kabul we have witnessed another truly despicable crime 
in a year already marked by unspeakable atrocities,’ said Toby Lanzer, acting head of the U.N. mission in Afghanistan” 6A 
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Hunt for tax loopholes takes 
unexpected twists and turns 


BY NATALIE KITROEFF 
New York Times 


Thirteen years ago, the do- 
mestic production activities 
deduction was supposed to be a 
tax cut for U.S. manufacturers. 
Then it got out of control. 

World Wrestling Entertain- 
ment took it for producing wres- 
tling videos. Regional gas sta- 
tions claimed it because they 
mix ethanol with base fuel. 
Grocery stores asked for it be- 


that it ripens. Pharmacies could 
take it because they have booths 
that print photos. 

Republicans in Congress 
passed that deduction in 2004, 
and they repealed it in the tax 
bill signed Dec. 22 by President 
Donald Trump. 

The deduction’s rise and 
demise is a lesson in the abun- 
dant creativity of American 
business in interpreting the tax 
code. 

The latest overhaul could play 
out the same way. Already, 


eyeing several provisions that 
investors and companies could 
potentially exploit. 

The bill, for example, lowers 
the taxes on so-called pass- 
through income, which is 
earned by partnerships and 
other types of businesses. Con- 
gress sold the provision as a way 
to help smaller companies. But 
lawmakers added language that 
allowed big real estate devel- 
opers to benefit. The result 
could be a tax break for any 
company that buys and operates 


The new law is also supposed 
to encourage companies to 
make investments in the United 
States. But the rules were writ- 
ten in such a way that they 
could give businesses an in- 
centive to keep their money in 
foreign countries and build 
factories abroad. 

The wildly popular 2004 
manufacturing break is a case 
study in the unforeseen conse- 
quences of changing the tax 
code - how companies take 
advantage of gaping holes and 
force the government to play 
catch-up. 

The provision known as the 
domestic production activities 
deduction gave companies a tax 
break on income they earned 
from making things in the Unit- 
ed States. It was intended to 
help U.S. manufacturers, which 


Alabama 
rejects 
Moore and 
certifies 
election 


BY ALAN BLINDER 
New York Times 


MONTGOMERY, ALA. 

Alabama officials on Thurs- 
day unhesitatingly pushed 
aside a legal challenge from 
Roy Moore and certified 
Doug Jones as the winner 
of this month’s U.S. Senate 
election. 

The action, during a brief 
meeting at the state Capitol, 
was essentially the state’s 
final step before the seating 
of the first 
Democrat 
elected to the 
Senate from 
Alabama in a 1S 
quarter-centu- 
ry. It was also a 
swift rejection, 
by some of the 
state’s most 
powerful Republicans, of 
Moore’s complaint that he 
was the victim of “systematic 
voter fraud.” 

Jones’ margin of victory 
was 21,924 votes with more 
than 1.3 million ballots cast. 

The certification leaves 
Moore, 70, a former chief 
justice of the Alabama Su- 
preme Court whose campaign 
faltered partly because of 
allegations of sexual mis- 
conduct against teenage girls, 
with almost no avenues to 
derail Jones’ ascension to the 
Senate. The election after- 
math followed a familiar 
pattern for Moore, who in the 
past has been eager to declare 
victories and pronounce 
grievances - but loath to con- 
cede defeats. To this day, 
Republicans note, Moore has 
not conceded his losses in the 


Roy Moore 


SEE ALABAMA, 11A 
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RETAIL POT SALES 
UNCERTAIN HERE 


Just days before the state 
allows marijuana sales for 
recreational use, it’s still 
unclear if consumers can 
buy it in Sacramento. 1B 


WORLD 


TRUMP LASHES 
OUT AT CHINA 


President attacks China, 
tweeting that it was 
“caught RED HANDED” 
allowing oil to reach 


cause they spray their fruit so lawyers and accountants are a building for its business. SEE TAX CODE, 8A North Korea. 4A 
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